
 

Planning Commission 
January 14, 2020 
Regular Meeting 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

Planning Commission Chairman McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited by those present. 
 
Members Present: Grey, Courser, Simon, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Preuss 
 
Agenda Approval: 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Tafreshi made a motion, which was seconded by Simon, to approve the minutes of the 
October 8, 2019, meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None. 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed 2019 permit activity and training opportunities 

available from the Michigan Association of Planning. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: 

• Brent Peavey of Lincoln Drive spoke in opposition to the zoning moratorium adopted by 
the Village Council. 

Existing Business: None 
 

New Business: 
1. Proposed Ordinance 2020-01; Comprehensive Zoning Update 1: 

The Planning Commission conducted a review of the submitted draft of Proposed 
Ordinance 2020-01. The Planning Commission reviewed the draft and proposed changes 
Chapter by Chapter. There was a discussion on several changes, with additional 
discussion and research needed on the following items: 

• Section 1212.45 Site Grading. Questions were asked as to what measures can be 
taken to address changes to site grading after the development process is complete. 
Questions were also asked regarding what determines a reasonable standard of 
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changing the grade of a site. Enforcement concerns were discussed, noting that with 
the Building Code being administered by Isabella County and not the Village, it 
would be difficult for the Village to enforce grading regulations, especially after 
development. 

• Section 1256.01(10). There was discussion as to what set of regulations governing 
Accessory Structures should apply to a property where the zoning is not residential, 
but the only use is residential. No decision was made. 

• Section 1262.03(36). Concerns were discussed about regulating liquid manure 
applications. 

• Section 1264.03. Concerns were discussed regarding having Stormwater 
management features included and noted on reviews where the development does 
not trigger a full Stormwater Management Plan. It was agreed that there should be 
some documentation during the approval process of what the stormwater plans are 
for the site. 

A public hearing was set for the February 11, 2020, meeting on Proposed Ordinance 
2020-01. 

2. 2020 Meeting Schedule: 

The meeting schedule for 2020 was tentatively set, with meetings planned for the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM for the following months: 

• January 

• February 

• April 

• May 

• August 

• September 

• November 

If meetings are needed in the other months, members stated that they would be 
agreeable to meeting then as well, but the preferred plan was to focus on the three 
large zoning updates in two-month blocks once each draft is finalized. 

Public Comments: 

• Brent Peavey of Lincoln Drive again spoke in opposition to the zoning moratorium and 
stated that the Planning Commission should take its time with the review of Proposed 
Ordinance 2020-01. 

• Planning Commissioner Grey shared an update on Planning Commissioner Preuss’ 
absence. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:42 PM. 

 

  [Approved February 11, 2020]  Jeffrey P. Grey    

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
February 11, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

Planning Commission Chairman McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited by those present. 

Members Present: Grey, Courser, Simon, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval: 
Simon made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Tafreshi made a motion, which was seconded by Simon, to approve the minutes of the 
January 14, 2020, meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None. 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed winter street maintenance, the Birdie Drive 

overlay, and the migration to version 2.0 of the Village’s Code Enforcement software.  

Grey stated that he appreciated the number of letters that were mailed regarding 

plowing across the streets. He stated that this year that problem appears to be worse 

than in year’s past. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. Grey highlighted 

that the Council moved its meeting dates to later in the month for February, March, and 

April. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-01; 1104 Queens Way: 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:07 PM. 

The Applicant was not present. 

Public Comments: 

• Anthony Proton of Saginaw stated that he owns the adjacent lot to the south of the 
proposed garage and has had problems in the past with the Applicant trespassing on 
his property and cutting trees that he believes are on his side of the property line. 
He asked that the Applicant have a survey done and the property line professionally 
marked before being allowed to begin construction. 
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Tafreshi asked if Mr. Proton had a survey done on his property at any point in time. 
Mr. Proton stated that he had a survey done when he purchased the property and 
that all the corners were marked. 

Grey stated that he agreed that before being granted a permit, the property needs 
to be staked, strung, and documented as to where the Applicant is proposing to 
build the garage. 

Wolff highlighted a concern that was brought forward on allowing the garage to have 
metal siding. 

Grey stated that he was not concerned about the material choice and felt that the 
garage would be far enough from the street where it would not be noticeable. 

McGrath and Tafreshi also stated that they felt the material choice was not 
concerning, and that the color and appearance matched the home to a satisfactory 
level. 

Grey stated he is concerned about allowing the Applicant to have a third driveway.  
There was a discussion about this concern. Simon stated that he feels it should be 
allowed as the Applicant owns three lots, and this would be no different than if the lots 
were developed individually, each with a driveway. 

Simon stated that the exterior lighting is a valid concern and that he agrees with the 
recommendation to have shielded and full cut-off fixtures. 

Grey and Tafreshi both stated that they would be comfortable with approving the 
project once the Applicant addresses the lot line concern and provides documentation 
of the exterior light fixtures. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:30 PM. 

Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Simon, to approve Special Land Use 
Permit 2020-01, allowing the construction of an accessory structure with a footprint of 
1,280 square feet with a second-floor storage area at 1104 Queens Way subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the resident of 1104 Queens Way, and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure, 
or between the home and new structure, must be located underground. 

3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure must be shielded with full cut-
off fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed 
from direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. Before being 
granted a permit, the Applicant is to submit a copy of the proposed fixtures to the 
Village for review and approval by the Zoning Administrator. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lots 482-484 of Lake Isabella Forest #2.  Said 
lots shall not be decoupled unless approved by the Village of Lake Isabella. 
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5. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 

row of windows. 

6. The Applicant is required to identify and mark the south and west property lines and 
location of the proposed garage, and the Zoning Administrator is to verify 
measurements before a permit is issued. 

7. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

8. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the above 
items are satisfied for an Accessory Structure with a footprint not to exceed 1,280 
ft2. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

2. Ordinance 2020-01; Comprehensive Zoning Update #1: 
McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:32 PM. 

Public Comments: None 

Wolff reviewed the changes made from the previous meeting, including two typos that 
needed to be corrected in the current draft. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:36 PM. 

Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to recommend Ordinance 2020-
01 to the Village Council for adoption. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Public Comments: 

• Brent Peavey of Lincoln Drive asked if the Village would need to elect its own Drain 
Commissioner now that the Village has adopted stormwater regulations. He also asked 
will the Village Hall be brought into compliance with the new stormwater regulations. 

Grey stated that the proposed regulations still need to be adopted by the Village Council 
and that the proposed regulations apply to new development or expansion of existing 
development over a certain threshold.  He stated, speaking only for himself, that if 
development were to occur at the Village Hall or DPW property, which is over the 
threshold in the ordinance, he would expect the Village Council to comply with the 
regulations. 

Wolff discussed that when the Village Hall was built, the Village needed a variance to 
build on the property due to the shape of the rear property line. At that time, the Village 
enlisted the help of Isabella County to serve as staff to the ZBA when the request was 
made to the ZBA. He also stated that the Drain Commission is an office created by 
statute and that by law, it is a county-wide elected office. 

• Jim Ervin of Queens Way stated that he and his wife are planning to build a waterfront 
home, and asked if the stormwater regulations impact residential development. 

Wolff stated that the proposed regulations were only applicable to new plats, 
subdivisions, site condominiums, expansions to site condominiums, new commercial or 
industrial development with 10,000 square feet of impervious surface, or expansions to 
existing commercial or industrial sites of 5,000 feet of impervious surface; and that the 
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proposed stormwater site development standards do not cover residential 
development. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business: 
1. 2019 Planning & Zoning Report: 

The Planning Commission reviewed the 2019 Planning and Zoning Report. It was agreed 
to submit the report to the Village Council without objection. 

2. ZBA Discussion: 
The Planning Commission reviewed a memo prepared by the Zoning Administrator 
detailing concerns over the lack of members on the ZBA. Taking into account the lack of 
volunteers, Wolff asked the Planning Commission to consider two different options 
concerning changing the ZBA structure to work around the on-going vacancies. 

• Option 1: The Zoning Enabling Act in section 601 allows for communities with less 
than 5,000 residents to have a three-person ZBA. Under this option, the number 
could be reduced from five to three. He recommended to continue to keep a 
member of the Planning Commission, and a member of the Village Council 
appointed to the ZBA. This change would ensure that we should always have two of 
three members able to serve, provided that the Planning Commission and Council 
members appointed were available year-round. 

• Option 2: Section 601 of the Zoning Enabling Act also allows for the legislative body 
(Village Council) to serve as the ZBA. This option would have the ZBA in its current 
form no longer exist, and then have the Council assume those duties.   

Given the two options presented, all members of the Planning Commission felt “Option 
1” would be the best path to consider if changes are made. 

Public Comments: 

• Brent Peavey of Lincoln Drive asked if the Planning Commission had given any thought 
to lifting the Zoning Moratorium. 

Wolff stated that he planned to ask the Council if there is a desire for this item to be on 
its Agenda later this month. 

• Amy Ervin of Queens Way asked about the process of being appointed to the Planning 
Commission. Wolff stated he would get an application for her as soon as the meeting 
was adjourned. 

• Planning Commissioner Grey shared an update on a planned memorial for former 
Planning Commission member Preuss. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:09 PM. 

 

         Jeffrey P. Grey   

               Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
        [Approved: April 14, 2020] 



 

Planning Commission 
April 14, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

Planning Commission Chairman McGrath called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. He welcomed 
Amy Ervin and John Dauffenbach to the Planning Commission. Due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, and as allowed by Executive Order 2020-15, the meeting was conducted virtually 
using GoToMeeting. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Simon 

Agenda Approval: 
Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and 
McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Tafreshi made a motion, which was seconded by Courser, to approve the minutes of the 
February 11, 2020, meeting as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, 
Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None. 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed permit activity and Code Enforcement activity. 

He noted that all Village operations, which are not essential to the immediate need to 

protect the public’s health and well-being, are currently suspended due to the “stay-at-

home” order issued by Governor Whitmer. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-02; 1055/1056 Clubhouse Drive: 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:11 PM. 

Wolff covered the staff report that was prepared for the meeting. 

Dauffenbach asked if there would be sufficient area on the lot with the garage to allow 
for a home to be built in the future. Wolff state that there is space that would 
accommodate a home but noted that a variance would be needed based on the current 
wording fo the zoning ordinance as the current requirement is that the garage needs to 
be attached. 

Dauffenbach also asked how the deed restriction works. Wolff explained that it gives 
the Village the authority to enforce and prevent a decoupling. 
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Ervin stated that it is unlikely a bank would approve a mortgage for two single-family 
homes on the same property. 

Public Comments: 

• Arnold Griffin of San Antonio, Texas, submitted comments before the meeting via 
the telephone.  He stated that he feels this area of Clubhouse Drive should be 
limited to homes and that a detached garage would be out of character with the 
neighborhood. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:17 PM. 

Dauffenbach made a motion, which was seconded by Grey, to approve Special Land Use 
Permit 2020-02, allowing the construction of an accessory structure with a footprint not 
to exceed 1,300 square feet with a second-floor storage area at 1055/1056 Clubhouse 
Drive subject to the following conditions: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the resident of 1055/1056 Clubhouse Drive. The Accessory Structure may not be 
used to operate a Home Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business 
without seeking additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure, 
or between the home and new structure, must be located underground. 

3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure must be shielded with full cut-
off fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed 
from direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. Before being 
granted a permit, the Applicant is to submit a copy of the proposed fixtures to the 
Village for review and approval by the Zoning Administrator. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lots 162 & 198 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #1.  
Said lots shall not be decoupled unless approved by the Village of Lake Isabella. 

5. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 
row of windows. 

6. The Applicant is required to identify and mark the south and west property lines and 
location of the proposed garage, and the Zoning Administrator is to verify 
measurements before a permit is issued. 

7. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

8. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the above 
items are satisfied for an Accessory Structure with a footprint not to exceed 1,300 
square feet. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: None 

New Business: None 
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Public Comments: None 

Announcements: 
Wolff was asked about a plan for future meetings of the Planning Commission and Village 
Council. He stated that if the state extends the ability to meet electronically through the 
end of the month, the Council would likely meet on the 28th using GoToMeeting.  Looking 
ahead, he stated that it would largely depend on how the Coronavirus situation unfolds and 
what guidance is issued by the state and federal government. He said that one idea that has 
been discussed is moving meetings in May and June to an outside location if social 
distancing requirements are still in place. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 7:20 PM. 

 
 
 

              Jeffrey P. Grey   

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
June 9, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Simon, and McGrath 
Members Absent: Grey1 and Tafreshi 

Agenda Approval: 
Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Simon, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Dauffenbach, to approve the minutes of 
the April 14, 2020, meeting as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, 
Ervin, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: McGrath formally welcomed new members John Dauffenbach and Amy 
Ervin. 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed permit activity and Code Enforcement activity. 

The Birdie Drive paving was discussed, 2020-21 Budget, and also the 2020 Village 

Council Election. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-03; 1054/1053 Castle Drive: 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:11 PM. 

As the project involves property owned by Planning Commission member Ervin, she was 
excused from participating in discussion and voting on this Agenda item. 

Wolff covered the staff report that was prepared for the meeting. 

Public Comments: 

• Before the meeting, an email was submitted by William Briggs requesting additional 
information on the project. 

• Before the meeting, an email was submitted by Tim Binns requesting that the 
ordinance be amended to allow for garages such as the one proposed to be 
considered anywhere in the Village without being subordinate to a dwelling. 

 
1 Grey arrived to the meeting at 7:22 PM. 
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McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:18 PM. 

The Applicant discussed the desire to build the garage as part of the same project as 
building the house. They discussed the requirements of securing a construction loan for 
one project rather than two, securing tools used in the project during construction, 
downsizing from their current home, and also overall cost savings. 

Dauffenbach made a motion, which was seconded by Simon, to approve Special Land 
Use Permit 2020-03, allowing the construction of an accessory structure with a footprint 
not to exceed 1,200 square feet with a second-floor storage area at 1053/1054 Castle 
Drive subject to the following conditions: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the residents of 1053 Castle Drive, and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure 
must be located underground. 

3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure be shielded with a full cut-off 
fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed from 
direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lots 32 & 44 of Lake Isabella Plat 1.  Said lots 
shall not be decoupled unless approved by the Village of Lake Isabella. 

5. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 
row of windows. 

6. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

7. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the above 
items are satisfied for an Accessory Structure with a footprint not to exceed 1,200 
ft2. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: None 

New Business:  
1. Comprehensive Zoning Update #2 & Remaining 2020 Schedule: 

The Planning Commission discussed focusing the rest of the year on updating the 
remaining sections of the zoning code, which were not addressed in the first update. 
Wolff stated that Update #2 would focus on all of the remaining sections of the 
Ordinance, which were not amended yet. New Chapters, excluding the moving of any 
existing text into new Chapters, would be left for 2021.  In reviewing the sections of the 
Zoning Ordinance which were not updated as part of Phase 1, he shared the following 
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initial observations and comments for the Planning Commission to consider for what is 
ahead: 

Chapter/Section Comment 

1204 Definitions to be added as needed. 

1212.03 
In light of recent food shortages due to the pandemic, a 
discussed regarding should the Village be more open to 
allowing residents to keep chickens? 

1212.13 
Are these still the desired sizes and design requirements for 
single-family dwellings? 

1212.13(9) 
Should the Village consider allowing basement “apartments” 
under limited conditions? 

1212.13(10) 
Should the Village remove 1,100 square foot cap on attached 
garages and go back to a percentage of the structure size? 

1212.29 
Should the Village be laxer with storage tents, especially in the 
LR-2 area? 

1212.57 
A discussion on this section as it relates to hard surfacing for 
new development. 

1216 Update and look to merge with the PUD Chapter. 

1218 Update and review regulations on renewable energy systems. 

1220 

Several things to discuss with detached garages. Items such as: 
a) Increasing allowed garage sizes “by right.” 
b) Being less restrive on 2nd floors. 
c) Allowing street-side garages on non-waterfront parcels, 

which are longer than average lots, or for homes that 
were built before 1998. 

d) Moving away from the Special Land Use process and make 
more of these types of garages allowed “by right.” 

e) Review of design standards. 
f) Allowing specific small structures on waterfront lots 

should at least be considered. Gazebos and sheds come to 
mind of something that should be discussed. 

1222 General review and discussion of fence regulations. 

1230 
Discuss some type of provision to allow existing single-wide 
mobile homes to be replaced if destroyed due to fire or Act of 
God. 

1232.17 
Are the setbacks and lot coverage limits still the right fit for the 
community? 

1234 Update formatting. 

1236 

Discuss removing the requirement for ground floor dwelling 
area in the LR-2 district, allowing people to build garages with 
living space above. Also, extending this ability to the West 
Coldwater Business District if it is created in the code. 
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1238 

Should this be divided into three different Chapters? Those 
being; 

a) Landscaping Standards (applicable to more than just LR-
3) 

b) LR-3 
c) Attached dwelling requirements. 

1240 
A discussion to look at tweaking the dwelling size requirements 
to allow for hangar-homes in the AR district. 

1250 
Update, and also consider a second Ag District that would allow 
for residential farming on larger parcels that are zoned LR-1/LR-
2? 

1252 
General update and incorporate requested changes from the 
LIPOA. Also, move the street design standards to the 
Stormwater Chapter. 

1252.05 
Should the ordinance allow boathouses on parcels with a 
certain amount of lake frontage? 

1252.07 A discussion regarding the merits of this section. 

1254 
General formatting update, and see if the LIPOA has any 
changes. 

1258 Review 

1260 & 1262 
Reflect any changes made to the LR-1, LR-2, LR-3, Ag, and AR 
districts. Also, look at Bed & Breakfast uses and Accessory 
Dwelling Units. 

1272 
Do we need to make changes to our home occupation 
standards to reflect the gig/sharing economy? 

1282 Update and possibly merge with the Condo Chapter. 

1294 Update funneling regulations. 

1302 Do we still wish to prohibit “use” variances? 

1304 Technical changes to reflect updates to the Planning Act. 

1322 Update the formatting. 

Wolff reviewed these items and discussed them in an introductory manner with the 
Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the meeting schedule for 2020. The Planning 
Commission elected to next meet on the August 11th meeting date, unless there is a 
project submission that would require a meeting in July.  The Planning Commission 
identified August, September, and October as the target months to finalize Update #2. 

Wolff stated that the only project he is aware of where contact has been made with the 
Village is the possibility of Dollar General building at the former restaurant at Baseline 
and Coldwater. He stated that the Village has only had contact via email at this time 
regarding the project, and has been approached about conducting a Preliminary Site 
Plan review. The deadline for the July meeting was reviewed, it was noted that the 
submission deadline for the meeting is June 23rd. 
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2. Review of Forms: 

The Planning Commission reviewed the updated Site Plan Application and Special Land 
Use Application forms that staff has developed. 

Public Comments:  

• Bob Laraway of Madrid Lane discussed what appealed to him about moving to the 
community, and stated his belief that a Dollar General would not match the character 
and residential nature of the community. 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive stated that perhaps the commercial and business zoning 
along Coldwater Road should be reduced to only allow for commercial development on 
the east side of the street. 

Announcements: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:22 PM. 

 
 
 

        Jeffrey P. Grey   

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
July 14, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM. To comply with social 
distancing requirements, the meeting was held outside at the Village Hall. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Tafreshi 

Agenda Approval: 
Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Grey, to approve the Agenda as presented. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey. Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Ervin, to approve the minutes of the June 
meeting as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, 
and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed permit activity and Code Enforcement activity. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. It was announced 

that the deadline to file to be a candidate in the November election for the Village 

Council is July 21st. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-04; 1013 Kent Street: 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:13 PM. 

Wolff covered the staff report that was prepared for the meeting. 

Simon asked why there is a need for the garage to be larger than the 1,100 square feet 
that the ordinance allows to built for without SLU approval. 

Dauffenbach asked if the only drive would be from Kent Street. 

Ervin asked if the garage would have electricity. 

The Applicant stated that this was the size building he needed for his storage needs. The 
only drive would be from Kent Street and is not planning for electricity at the moment. 

Public Comments: 

• Before the meeting, a letter was received from Larry Sheets in opposition to the SLU 
application. 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive spoke in support of the SLU. 
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• Ed Bayless of Essex Drive stated he did not object to the SLU but shared his opinion 

that the SLU process used by the Village is unfair and that people should be 
encouraged to seek a variance. He discussed limitations he faced when building his 
home on Essex, and that there was not an SLU process available to him to get the 
attached garage size that he desired. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:36 PM. 

Courser discussed the letter from Mr. Sheets and stated that in his view, this proposed 
SLU is the closest to looking like a home as any of the other ones that have come before 
the Commission. 

Simon stated that he feels the garage should be limited to the allowed “by right” size in 
the ordinance. 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Dauffenback, to approve Special Land 
Use Permit 2020-04, allowing the construction of an accessory structure with a footprint 
not to exceed 1,296 square feet with a second-floor storage area at 1013 Kent Street 
subject to the following conditions: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the residents of 1010 Essex Drive, and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure 
must be located underground. 

3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure be shielded with a full cut-off 
fixture, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed from 
direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lots 449 & 470 of Lake Isabella Plat 3.  Said lots 
shall not be decoupled unless approved by the Village of Lake Isabella. 

5. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

6. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the above 
items are satisfied for an Accessory Structure with a footprint not to exceed 1,296 
ft2. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, and McGrath; NAYS: Simon. 
MOTION CARRIED 5-1-0. 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: None 

New Business:  
1. Comprehensive Zoning Update #2 & Remaining 2020 Schedule: 

The Planning Commission received an annotated draft of the following Chapters of the 
Zoning Code: 1212, 1220, 1222, 1230, 1232, 1252, and 1294. Wolff reported that these 
seven Chapters represent a significant amount of the changes that Update #2 need to 
address, and the issues in these Chapters were divided into four categories. 



July 14, 2020, Planning Commission minutes Page 3 of 3 

 
Those categories are; single-family dwellings, accessory structures, lake-related items, 
and general updates. 

The members reviewed these items and outlined the following timeframe: 

August Meeting: Accessory Structures. 

September Meeting: Single-family Dwellings. 

October: Remaining items. 

Public Comments:  

• Bob Laraway of Madrid Lane discussed the value of looking at particular projects on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Announcements: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:37 PM. 

 
 

        Jeffrey P. Grey    

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
 



 

Planning Commission 
August 11, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM. To comply with social 
distancing requirements, the meeting was held at the Village’s Department of Public Works 
facility at 201 S. Coldwater Road. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Simon 

Agenda Approval: 
Ervin made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and 
McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Ervin, to approve the minutes of the July 
meeting as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, 
and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed permit activity and Code Enforcement activity. 

He explained the proposed fiber-to-the-home project that Homeworks Tri-County is 

considering for the spring of 2021. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. Grey discussed the 

conversation regarding on-street parking regulations. 

• Zoning Board of Appeals: The cases from the July 28th ZBA meeting were reviewed. 

Wolff stated that the issues about ZBA cases 2020-01 and 2020-02 should be included in 

the discussion of Accessory Structures under New Business. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-05; 1091 Clubhouse Drive: 

McGrath opened a public hearing for proposed Special Land Use 2020-05 at 7:18 PM. 

Wolff provided a summary of the request. He stated that before the meeting, there 
were no comments submitted to the office regarding the application. 

The Applicant was not in attendance. 

McGrath stated that he agreed with the staff report concern about the proposed 
location of the garage in relation to the home to the north and would like further 
information from the Applicant before he would be comfortable approving the project. 
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Grey stated that he has questions for the Applicant and is not in favor of approving the 
project until the Applicant can address his questions. 

Public Comments: 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive asked if the Planning Commission would be tabling 
the request since the Applicant was not present. McGrath, Grey, and Tafreshi stated 
that they feel the Applicant should be present and would delay action until the 
Applicant was present. 

• Marti Cherepanik of Pueblo Pass shared concerns about the proposed Special Land 
Use and also the Accessory Structure that was approved as Special Land Use 2020-02 
on Clubhouse Drive. She stated that when she moved to the community, she was 
presented with deed restrictions that require garages to match the home, and in her 
opinion, this structure does not match the house it is associated with. She spoke in 
favor of greater collaboration between the Village and LIPOA, and to have the 
Village’s zoning have standards consistent with the deed restrictions in each plat. 
She also asked where in the Village’s zoning ordinance it allowed metal sided 
buildings. She also stated that these types of structures would harm property values, 
and that impact will be seen when people sell their homes. 

• Charles Lemmer of Clubhouse Drive stated he lives next door to the garage that was 
built on Clubhouse Drive, and he does not have any objections to the building. He 
said that he has plans to build a similar structure and that in his opinion, criticism of 
what has been built has come from more affluent areas of the community that 
wants everyone to conform to their taste and standards. He also stated that he has 
no objections to the request under consideration. 

• Debra Bonkowski of El Camino Grande stated that paragraph six of the building & 
use restrictions prohibit metal sided buildings and that the Village should not 
approve the request due to the conflict with the building & use restrictions. Wolff 
stated that the Village’s ordinance does not prohibit metal siding, and clearly states 
that “identical material” is not required for Accessory Structures. 

• Charlie Kiel of Fairway Drive: Stated that the Village was frequently being requested 
to relax the development standards for Accessory Structures, which was why the 
ordinance was amended in 2016. 

• Margie Swayze of Fairway Drive: Stated that the structure built on Clubhouse is a 
barn, and does not match the neighborhood. She stated that additional structures 
similar to that barn should not be approved. 

• Robert Laraway of Madrid Lane noted that not all properties in the Village are 
subject to the LIPOA’s restrictions and that the Village’s ordinance should not 
require areas outside of the LIPOA to be subject to the LIPOA’s regulations. 

Ervin stated that she supports letting people build structures to meet their storage 
needs and that regulations need to be reasonable so that it is affordable for property 
owners to construct Accessory Structures. 

Dauffenbach stated that property owners need to do their due diligence, as the 
restrictions for the LIPOA can and will be enforced. He said that he supports not 
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approving projects that conflict with the LIPOA’s restrictions. Wolff stated that the 
building & use restrictions are a private agreement between the property owners in a 
subdivision, and land use applications made to the Village need be reviewed and acted 
upon based on the requirements in the Village’s ordinance, not a private agreement 
that the Village is not a party to. 

McGrath thanked everyone for their comments. 

Grey also thanked everyone for their comments and encouraged those who have 
concerns about the building & use restrictions to attend the LIPOA’s meeting on August 
15th. 

McGrath closes the public hearing at 8:17 PM. 

Dauffenbach made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to postpone 
consideration of Special Land Use 2020-05 until the Applicant is in attendance. VOICE 
VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath; NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

2. Special Land Use 2020-06; 1014 Putter Drive: 

McGrath opened a public hearing for proposed Special Land Use 2020-06 at 8:20 PM. 

Wolff provided a summary of the request. He stated that before the meeting, there 
were no comments submitted to the office regarding the application. 

Grey stated that he would like more information from the Applicant. He noted that the 
drawings submitted do not match the items indicated by the Applicant on the ways that 
the building will be finished to comply with the ordinance. 

Dauffenbach voiced concerns that the Applicant would use the structure as a workshop 
for his business. The Applicant stated that he would not be using the garage for a 
workshop, and only to store the equipment he has that he uses off-site. 

The Applicant was in attendance. He stated that he works from home, not out of his 
house. He would store his equipment in the garage but would not use it as a workshop 
for his business. He stated he can update the drawings, and that the drawings made by 
Menards did not fully show all of the items he planned to have on the structure. 

Public Comments: None 

There was a discussion regarding the existing outbuilding on the property, and whether 
it was too large to be considered a shed. Wolff stated that it was approved as a shed 
around 2002 and that it should be viewed as a non-conforming shed and not a detached 
garage. He noted that at the time of the approval of that building, the Village did not 
have standards in the ordinance to limit the size of sheds. 

McGrath closed the public hearing at 8:30 PM. 

Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to postpone action on Special 
Land Use 2020-06 to allow the Applicant to submit updated drawings showing the 
correct bump-out, exterior fixtures, windows, doors, and landscaping that match the 
items detailed on the detached garage design worksheet submitted by the Applicant. 
VOICE VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
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Public Comments:  

• Charles Lemmer of Clubhouse Drive discussed concerns about the lack of police 
presence, and that the speed people travel is a risk for those who use the streets for 
walking. 

• Debra Bonkowski of El Camino Grande stated that speed was also a concern on El 
Camino Grande. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business:  
1. Comprehensive Zoning Update #2 Discussion on Accessory Structures: 

The Planning Commission began its review of the regulation of Accessory Structures. 
There was discussion about increasing the build-by-right size to 1,200 square feet while 
eliminating the Special Land Use process for larger garages. Courser stated that he has 
concerns about two-story garages along the lake. 

After additional discussion regarding concerns about the second story of garages being 
used for living space, the Planning Commission decided to continue the conversation at 
a Work Session. 

A Work Session was set for 5 PM on Wednesday, August 19, 2020, at the DPW building. 

Public Comments:  

• Marti Cherepanik of Pueblo Pass asked of the Work Session is open to the public. Grey 
stated that all meetings of the Village are open to the public, and public comment 
opportunities are offered at every meeting. 

Announcements: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 9:18 PM. 

 
 

        Jeffrey P. Grey    

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
 



 

Planning Commission 
August 19, 2020 

Work Session 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 5 PM. To comply with social 
distancing requirements, the meeting was held at the Village’s Department of Public Works 
facility at 201 S. Coldwater Road. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Simon 

Public Comments:  

• Dave Schleick of Clubhouse Drive claimed he was not sent a notice regarding the 
Accessory Structure that was approved and built at 1055 Clubhouse Drive. He also 
stated that after it was built, he had a market assessment done, and the value of his 
property dropped. He asked why the Village didn’t have a market analysis done before 
allowing the project. Grey replied that a market analysis is not required by state law or 
the Village’s zoning ordinance, and he would appreciate it if Mr. Schleick could provide 
the Village with a copy of the analysis that he had done so that information could be 
included in reviewing this matter. Mr. Schleick stated he is not opposed to garages, but 
they need to mirror the home they are associated with more. He also verified his 
address from the mailing conducted for SLU 2020-02 but noted he was not back from 
Florida at the time of the meeting. 

• Ken Kube of Clubhouse Drive stated that he built a garage in 2018 and wanted to use 
metal siding and a metal roof and was told he could not because it had to match his 
home. He stated that the Village and LIPOA should have the same requirements. Ervin 
discussed that the Village and LIPOA have different geographic boundaries and that not 
all properties in the Village and the LIPOA. 

• Ed Brenner of Clubhouse Drive stated that only two of the three required permits 
needed for the garage on Clubhouse Drive we obtained and wanted to know how it 
could be built when all of the required permits were not obtained. He also stated that 
he needs to build another garage to store his new motorhome, and feels that he should 
be allowed to build a second detached garage. 

• Debra Bonkowski of El Camino Grande stated that pole barns should be limited in 
height. She also said that garages need to mirror the style of the home. 

• Carolyn Kube of Clubhouse Drive stated that she has only lived in the community for 
four years, but that everyone involved with the Village has a bad reputation. She noted 
that the cow barn built on Clubhouse Drive would be a discouragement for people 
looking to build new homes in that area. 

• Ashley Bland of Fairway Drive stated she has no problems with the garage that was built 
on Clubhouse Drive, and that as one of the younger residents in attendance feels that 
her view is more reflective of the future of the community. 
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• Jan Fox of Birdie Drive asked what will happen to the community when the home sells, 

what assurances are there that a future owner would maintain the property. 

• Donald Fletcher of Essex Drive stated that he feels the Village is doing a good job of 
listening to the community and that allowing greater flexibility for development is what 
most people in the community want. 

• Marti Cherepanik of Pueblo Pass stated that the garage built on Clubhouse does not 
match the home as one has wood shake, and the other building is metal sided. She 
noted that the Building & Use Restrictions should be taken into consideration and 
matter when the Village approves a project. 

• Debbi Burns of El Camino Grande stated the new garage built on El Camino Grande 
blocks her view of the lake, and that should be taken into consideration for future 
projects. 

• Larry Russell of Fairway Drive stated that the Village was formed to handle roads and 
zoning in the community and that the LIPOA does not have the resources to enforce the 
Building & Use Restrictions as the only means they have to do so is litigation. He stated 
that people are only annually required to pay the LIPOA $30 per lot and that the cost to 
treat the lake is usually about $100,000, which does not leave funds for other issues. 

• LIPOA Manager George King spoke on the challenging process required to amend the 
Building & Use restrictions in the various plats that are subject to the LIPOA. 

Business:  
1. Comprehensive Zoning Update #2 Discussion on Accessory Structures: 

The Planning Commission discussed the allowed sizes for garages. Grey stated that he 
feels the size of the property should determine how large somebody can build rather 
than the size of the home. 

Ervin stated that she should like to see the approval be done by staff and to no longer 
use the Special Land Use process for larger garages. 

Dauffenbach stated that he favored a restriction on the height that would be allowed, 
and also would like to see garages built as far to the rear of the property as possible. 
Grey discussed issues with the current setback, which limits how far to the rear yard an 
Accessory Structure can be placed. Wolff also stated that with the community mostly 
using on-site well and septic systems that there are often issues with where a structure 
or driveway can be placed in light of where a well or drain field is located. 

Courser discussed limiting sidewall height to 12 or 14 feet and also simply going to a 
maximum lot coverage for sizes. He also stated that rather than a footprint, he would be 
interested in seeing the regulation being based on the area of the roof. He also noted 
that sidewall height might need to be addressed to prevent the taller sidewalls of 12 
feet or more. 

Public Comments:  

• Marti Cherepanik of Pueblo Pass asked about the property being cleared near the curve 
on Clubhouse Drive and wanted to know what was being planned for that property. Ken 
Kube replied that a new home is being planned for the property. 
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• Ken Kube of Clubhouse Drive asked why he was not allowed to use metal siding in 2018. 

Wolff replied that in his opinion as the Zoning Administrator, metal was not a material 
that was matching when the associated house has vinyl siding. However, in 2019 the 
Planning Commission reviewed and discussed this issue regarding the Special Land Use 
approved on Campo Court and approved the project with the different materials. With 
that determination, that became an acceptable material combination moving forward. 

• Charles Lemmer of Clubhouse Drive discussed the proposed garage he is seeking 
approval for at the September meeting and discussed his flexibility on materials if that 
would be more pleasing to his neighbors. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 7:56 PM. 

 
 
 

        Jeffrey P. Grey    

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
September 8, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM. To comply with social 
distancing requirements, the meeting was held at the Village’s Department of Public Works 
facility at 201 S. Coldwater Road. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Tafreshi 

Agenda Approval: 
Simon made a motion, which was seconded by Ervin, to approve the Agenda as presented. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Ervin, to approve the minutes of the 
August meetings as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, 
Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None 

• Village Manager: Wolff briefly discussed permit activity and Code Enforcement activity. 

He also discussed tree trimming work in the right-of-way to prepare for plowing season 

and crack sealing work. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for members of the Planning Commission to review. Grey discussed the 

Council’s conversation concerning updates to the Village’s blight ordinance, the single 

parcel special assessment for a nuisance abatement on Vallado, and the lawsuit against 

Isabella Pellet. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-07; 1059 Clubhouse Drive: 

McGrath reviewed the Planning Commission’s rules for public comment, specifically 
limiting comments to three minutes and directing comments to the chair. 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:08 PM. 

Wolff provided a report to the Planning Commission on the application. 

Public Comments: 

• Before the meeting, an email was submitted from Susan Nathan that identified her 
as the owner of 1053 Clubhouse Drive and stating her opposition to the proposed 
Special Land Use. 
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• Prior to the meeting a letter was submitted to the office form Bruce LaPointe and 

Elizabth Miller of Tee Drive stating they oppose two story garages that do not match 
the house on the property. 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive spoke in favor of the request and stated that it meets 
the requirements of the ordinance. 

The Applicant, Charles Lemmer, stated that the GIS website maintained by Isabella 
County shows that 1053 Clubhouse Drive is owned by Mary Farrugia, not Susan Nathan. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:15 PM. 

Grey stated that he appreciated the information provided by the Applicant and asked to 
verify that the proposed windows would be 54” x 36”. The Applicant confirmed that is 
the size of the windows he plans to use. 

Simon asked what is proposed for siding. The Applicant stated his proposal is for metal 
siding on the garage oriented vertically. 

Ervin asked if the Applicant is planning to have windows in the doors on the garage. The 
Applicant stated that the garage doors would have windows. 

Simon asked if the Applicant had any responses to the comments that the Planning 
Commission has been receiving regarding barn-shaped structures and metal siding. The 
Applicant stated that he is proposing a gable roof and not the barn shape. He also stated 
that if it made the difference between being approved and not, he would take on the 
extra expense of using vinyl siding rather than metal siding. He stated that he did not 
want to upset anyone in his neighborhood, but has experienced negative comments in 
the past regarding his vehicles and trailers. 

Dauffenbach asked if the Applicant was planning to heat the garage. Mr. Lemmer stated 
that he was not planning to heat the building. 

Gray stated that he appreciates the Applicant offering to change his plans and to use 
vinyl to address the concerns of his neighbors, but does not feel that it is required and 
that the steel siding he is proposing matches the house and ordinance requirements. 

The Applicant stated that he would still like to use metal along the bottom of the 
structure as that would help protect the building with lawn maintenance. 

Wolff stated that the Planning Commission should also consider that there are two 
other projects on the Agenda at the meeting proposing to use metal siding and that the 
decision on this project would be relevant to the other projects.  

Mr. Lemmer stated that he understood the concerns from his neighbors and that he was 
not being forced to use vinyl but that it was his choice to use that material and would 
change the exterior finish from his application to use metal wainscoting and then vinyl 
above the wainscoting. He stated that he understands that he was not being required to 
make the change by the Planning Commission, and stated that it was his decision to 
change the siding for most of the garage to vinyl. 

McGrath stated that he does not have a concern regarding metal siding and that he 
feels the color is more important for determining if a garage matches the house. He 
stated that he believes steel is a good choice and is a long-lasting material. He said he 
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did not feel that making the Applicant use vinyl was necessary, but if he was wanted to 
use vinyl, that was his choice. 

There was a discussion about the Applicant’s voluntary offering to do metal siding only 
as a wainscoting and vinyl siding above the metal. Wolff stated that a condition 
voluntarily offered by an Applicant is considered a condition of the approval and that 
the Planning Commission would need to consider his offer to use metal only for a 
wainscoting effect and vinyl for the rest of the sides as what the Applicant is submitting 
for approval. 

The Applicant stated that he would use metal along the bottom of the structure for the 
first three or four feet, and then would use OSB and vinyl above that level. 

Grey made a motion, seconded by Courser, that based upon the documentation and 
other information submitted to the Planning Commission, public comment received by 
the Planning Commission during its meeting, visits to the site by individual Planning 
Commission Members, and knowledge and experience of the Planning Commission 
Members with land use within the Village, the Planning Commission adopts the 
following findings and decision with respect to the request for Special Land Use 2020-
07. 

1. The proposed development is in general agreement with the adopted Village Master 
Plan. 

2. The density or use characteristics of the proposed development are not detrimental 
to adjacent properties and land uses. 

3. The special land use will not be hazardous to adjacent property or involve uses, 
activities, materials, or equipment, which will be detrimental to the health, safety, or 
welfare of persons or property due to traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes or glare. 

4. The special land use shall be adequately served by existing essential public facilities 
and services. 

The approval of the Planning Commission is made with the following conditions and 
stipulations that shall apply to the Special Land Use and shall run with the land: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the resident of 1059 Clubhouse Drive, and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure, 
or between the home and new structure, must be located underground. 

3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure must be shielded with full cut-
off fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed 
from direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lot 196 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #1, and 
Lot 218 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2.  Said lots shall not be decoupled unless 
approved by the Village of Lake Isabella. 

5. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 
row of windows across its width. 
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6. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 

Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

7. If landscaping is used to satisfy any of the requirements of meeting the ordinance 
requirements for sidewall finishes required by Section 1220.13(L), such landscaping 
shall be maintained and replaced as needed to meet the requirements of the 
ordinance. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Public Comments:  

• Ken Kube of Clubhouse Drive asked if this would be the new standard for the 
community, specifically allowing metal siding on a garage when the house has vinyl 
siding. He stated that there needs to be a standard for the community to follow, rather 
than do things on a case-by-case basis. McGrath replied and stated that Special Land 
Uses is a case-by-case matter and that in his opinion, steel and vinyl siding are 
compatible with each other. 

• Dick Swan of Clubhouse Drive stated he does not object to Mr. Lemmer having a garage, 
but believes that the garage is larger than his house, and that is prohibited by the 
ordinance. Wolff replied that the ordinance limits the Accessory Structure to a footprint 
not to exceed the footprint of the Primary Structure and that Mr. Lemmer’s project is 
about 80% of the Primary Structure’s footprint. 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive spoke about the proposed update to Accessory Structure 
regulations being discussed in New Business; he stated that metal roofs should be 
allowed on Accessory Structures regardless of what roofing material is on the house. 

• Joyce Swan of Clubhouse Drive spoke about the number of pole barns going up and 
stressed that there need to be standards to keep the number of pole barns from 
harming the residential character of the area. Courser asked if Mrs. Swan would be 
willing to share her view on what items should be considered in determining if a garage 
and house match. Mrs. Swan stated she feels metal should not be used and that shingle 
roofs are appropriate for the area. 

Existing Business:  
1. Special Land Use 2020-05; 1091 Clubhouse Drive: 

The Applicant, Jordan Fletcher, was present and discussed his proposed project with the 
Planning Commission. He stated that he is only planning to remove trees where the 
garage is planned and will be leaving the rest of the trees up to screen the building. 

Ervin asked about the color choices for the garage. The Applicant stated that he is color 
blind and only clearly sees blue, so he plans to have the Amish also change the siding on 
his house to match the siding on the garage when it is built. He stated that he was 
aware the proposed color scheme on the garage does not match his house, but will 
address that with new siding on the house. 

Simon asked about the siding proposed for the garage. The Applicant stated he plans to 
use metal siding oriented vertically. Simon noted that he feels vertical metal siding and 
horizontal vinyl siding are not a suitable combination to make the structures match. 
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McGrath discussed the setback and placement of the garage with the Applicant. There 
was a discussion regarding the placement of the structure and that the Applicant was 
trying to locate the building in a way that would not negatively impact the neighbor’s 
view of the lake.  

Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Ervin, that based upon the documentation 
and other information submitted to the Planning Commission, public comment received 
by the Board during its meeting, visits to the site by individual Planning Commission 
Members, and knowledge and experience of the Planning Commission Members with 
land use within the Village, the Planning Commission adopts the following finding 
concerning the request for Special Land Use application 2020-05. The proposed 
development is in general agreement with the adopted Village Master Plan. 

1. The proposed development is in general agreement with the adopted Village Master 
Plan. 

2. The density or use characteristics of the proposed development are not detrimental 
to adjacent properties and land uses. 

3. The special land use will not be hazardous to adjacent property or involve uses, 
activities, materials, or equipment, which will be detrimental to the health, safety, or 
welfare of persons or property due to traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes, or glare. 

4. The special land use shall be adequately served by existing essential public facilities 
and services. 

The approval of the Planning Commission is made with the following conditions and 
stipulations that shall apply to the Special Land Use and shall run with the land: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the resident of 1091 Clubhouse Drive, and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure, 
or between the home and new structure, must be located underground. 

3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure must be shielded with full cut-
off fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed 
from direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lot 181 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #1 and Lot 
234 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2.  Said lots shall not be decoupled unless 
approved by the Village of Lake Isabella. The Applicant may also be required to 
combine Lot 235 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2 is the proposed Accessory Structure 
is placed nearer than 8 feet to the property line between lots 234 and 235. 

5. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 
row of windows across its width. 

6. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 
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7. If landscaping is used to satisfy any of the requirements of meeting the ordinance 

requirements for sidewall finishes required by Section 1220.13(L), such landscaping 
shall be maintained and replaced as needed to meet the requirements of the 
ordinance. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

2. Special Land Use 2020-06; 1010 Putter Drive: 
Grey thanked the Applicant for the updated drawings and stated that the new drawings 
are very helpful. 

Simon asked about the siding proposed for the garage. The Applicant stated he plans to 
use metal siding oriented vertically. 

Wolff discussed that a garage had been approved on Fairway Drive, which will overlap 
part of the rear of this proposed garage. 

McGrath stated that he appreciates the effort and detail that the Applicant made to 
update the drawings. 

Courser made a motion, which was seconded by, Grey that based upon the 
documentation and other information submitted to the Planning Commission, public 
comment received by the Planning Commission during its meeting, visits to the site by 
individual Planning Commission Members, and knowledge and experience of the 
Planning Commission Members with land use within the Village, the Planning 
Commission adopts the following findings and decision with respect to the request for 
Special Land Use 2020-06. 

1. The proposed development is in general agreement with the adopted Village Master 
Plan. 

2. The density or use characteristics of the proposed development are not detrimental 
to adjacent properties and land uses. 

3. The special land use will not be hazardous to adjoining property or involve uses, 
activities, materials, or equipment, which will be detrimental to the health, safety, or 
welfare of persons or property due to traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes, or glare. 

4. The special land use shall be adequately served by existing essential public facilities 
and services. 

The approval of the Planning Commission is made with the following conditions and 
stipulations that shall apply to the Special Land Use and shall run with the land: 

1. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage and use 
of the resident of 1014 Putter Drive, and may not be used to operate a Home 
Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without seeking 
additional approvals from the Village. 

2. If electricity is installed in the detached garage, all service lines to the new structure, 
or between the home and new structure, must be located underground. 
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3. Any exterior light fixtures on the Accessory Structure must be shielded with full cut-

off fixtures, and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed 
from direct view from adjacent right-of-ways and residential uses. 

4. The Applicant is required to combine Lots 55-58 of Lake Isabella Golf Estates #1. 

5. Any garage door greater than eight feet in height is required to have at least one 
row of windows across its width. 

6. No portion of the Accessory Structure shall be used for dwelling space or as an 
Accessory Dwelling unit unless further approved by the Village. 

7. If landscaping is used to satisfy any of the requirements of meeting the ordinance 
requirements for sidewall finishes required by Section 1220.13(L), such landscaping 
shall be maintained and replaced as needed to meet the requirements of the 
ordinance. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0 

New Business:  
1. Comprehensive Zoning Update #2 Discussion on Accessory Structures: 

Wolff presented a draft of updated regulations for the Accessory Structure of the 
ordinance. He stated that the draft he created tried to work with the two mindsets that 
have been discussed recently of being more permissive on allowing people to have 
structures for storage while also increasing the requirements for the design of detached 
garages. 

The Planning Commission discussed a need to include a limit on the size of eaves and 
overhangs. 

Grey asked about the number of Accessory Structure that could be allowed per property 
under the draft, and if the columns were a total number of buildings or a total number 
of that Classification of buildings. Wolff stated that it was the total number of each class 
of Accessory Structure. 

Ervin discussed a lesser design threshold if the garage backs up to a park. Wolf stated 
that it would be wise to also look at a reduction for garages that are over a particular 
distance from adjacent properties or streets. 

The proposed formula was discussed. Grey asked to have the formula applied to the 
previous garages that have been approved, and how those would have been impacted 
for illustrative purposes and discussion. 

There was additional discussion on the formula approach proposed for design 
requirements.  

It was discussed to alter the formula to have points on the sidewalls be a total number 
rather than a per side requirement. 

The Planning Commission discussed what would be preferred in moving forward. It was 
agreed to focus the October meeting on this draft, and then consider scheduling a Public 
Hearing. 
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Wolff stated that he would like to have as part of the discussion updated forms 
reviewed so the Planning Commission can get a better idea of what that approval 
process would entail for a staff. 

Public Comments: 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive spoke in favor of allowing metal roofs on Accessory 
Structures, regardless of the roof material on the house. Courser stated that he agreed 
that the Village shouldn’t limit steel roofing. 

Announcements: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 9:32 PM. 

 
 
 

          Jeffrey P. Grey   

        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
October 13, 2020 
Regular Meeting 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM. To comply with social 
distancing requirements, the meeting was held at the Village’s Department of Public Works 
facility at 201 S. Coldwater Road. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Simon 

Agenda Approval: 
Courser made a motion, which was seconded by Ervin, to approve the Agenda as presented. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Tafreshi, and McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Courser made a motion, seconded by Ervin, to approve the August meeting minutes as 
presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Grey, Simon, and McGrath; 
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None 

• Village Manager: Wolff provided a report in writing to the Planning Commission and 

briefly discussed permit activity and Code Enforcement activity. 

Courser asked if there was any progress on getting the tree on Sandtrap trimmed as 

MDOT has concerns about its height and the approach pattern for the airport.  Wolff 

stated he has not been able to make contact with the property yet, but thanked Courser 

for the reminder and would try again. 

• Village Council: Minutes from the previous Council meeting were included in the 

meeting packet for the Planning Commission members to review. Grey discussed the 

Council’s conversation regarding attendance and participation of Councilmembers at 

Planning Commission meetings.  

• Zoning Board of Appeals: Minutes from the September ZBA meeting were included for 

the Planning Commission’s review. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments:  

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive stated that he feels metal roofs should be allowed on 
Accessory Structures. At the very least, he noted, metal should be permitted as 
wainscotting along the bottom three feet for Accessory Structures. He also stated that 
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there should not be a set restriction on height, but that the neighborhood's conditions 
should determine it. 

Existing Business:  
1. Proposed Ordinance 2020-02; Regulation of Garages & Accessory Structures: 

The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the following sections of the zoning 
code covered in the draft ordinance: 

1212.13(10): The Planning Commission discussed a need for the ordinance to state that 
homes may only have one attached garage. The Planning Commission also 
recommended that the allowed size in sub-section “F” be increased to match the size of 
a 24 x 24 garage from the current standard of a 22 x 22 garage that could be converted 
into dwelling space. 

1220.05: Under sub-section 6, the Planning Commission reviewed the criteria included 
for the 25% completion standard and found it acceptable. 

Dauffenbach requested that an additional condition be included to prevent Accessory 
Structures from being placed in platted easements. 

Grey requested that if storage tents were used in the LR-2 district, those tents needed 
to be maintained free from rips and tears. He stated he would like to ensure that blue 
tarps are not considered a suitable covering for a storage tent. 

The minimum parcel size needed before a Guest House would be permitted was 
increased to two acres. 

1220.11: The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed height limit to Category 1 
Accessory Structures and did not make any changes from the draft. 

The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed condition of needed 1.5 
acres before a detached garage could exceed the proposed by-right size of 1,300 square 
feet. The current ordinance conditions were reviewed and discussed, which allows for a 
detached garage of up to 1,800 square feet on parcels of at least 2 acres. There was a 
discussion that lowering the parcel size for larger garages would be supportive of 
allowing more storage options for residents. Also, having larger garages limited to a 
proportional size of the dwelling area of the home, it is subordinate to, is a reasonable 
limitation the size rather than a hard limit as is currently in the ordinance. 

1220.13: There was a discussion regarding whether the ordinance should allow for 
parcels of a certain size to have three garages, two detached, and one attached. Grey 
stated he does not support allowing three garages as was proposed in the draft; he 
voiced concerns over the community's appearance being impacted negatively by having 
too many storage structures. Several members voiced concern about the proposed 
parcel size of 1.5 acres not being large enough before allowing a third garage. After 
further discussion, the parcel size was increased to 2 acres before a third garage or 
guest house could be constructed. 

1220.15: The Planning Commission discussed the proposed design requirements and 
proposed point system to determine exterior finish requirements. It was discussed that 
this system builds on the current ordinance requirements that establish a certain 
number of finishes or landscaping per side. In light of the public's feedback over the 
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previous meetings, the draft has removed the ability to meet this requirement solely 
with landscaping. The Planning Commission reviewed a simplified version of the 
required points formula based on regulating based on the garage's side(s) by the 
placement of the doors rather than the multiple examples proposed initially. The 
Planning Commission approved using the simplified version that was presented in the 
sample informational pamphlet that was part of the materials. 

There was a discussion about the required and allowed finishes. McGrath stated that he 
does not have an issue with allowing metal siding. He stated that he would also like to 
have more points tied to the garage doors. 

Ervin stated she agreed with McGrath and that metal siding and roofs should be 
allowed. Courser stated he agrees with both Ervin and McGrath and discussed that 
making Accessory Structures mirror the house they are associated with cannot always 
be done. 

Grey stated he liked the wording in the draft but is most concerned about having the 
siding be oriented in the same direction between structures. 

After further discussion, a majority of the Planning Commission agreed to remove the 
requirement limiting the exterior material to either matching the primary structure or 
vinyl. 

There was also a discussion regarding metal roofing. A majority of members supported 
removing the requirement that Accessory Structures have the same roof material as the 
house.  A majority of the members stated that having the Accessory Structure match the 
color pattern of the house is the most part of tying the structures together. 

Courser stated that he would like to see the points altered in lights so that a maximum 
of 1 point could be awarded, but individual fixtures would be worth 0.5 points. He 
stated that by reducing the number of fixtures, hopefully, there would be fewer issues 
with light pollution. 

McGrath stated that he feels if the garage is going have doors on more than one side, 
any side with a door should meet the requirements for more points. 

The limit of a maximum door height of twelve feet was discussed. This was increased to 
thirteen feet. 

The sidewall height allowed before doubling the required points was increased to 
twelve feet. 

Review of proposed Application: The Planning Commission also reviewed the proposed 
application in the packet. Grey asked to have the application include the size of the 
doors. 

Dauffenbach discussed if there should be a survey requirement on projects within a 
certain distance to a property line. 

There was further discussion about developing an illustrative guide showing what a 
suitable drawing looks like that future applicants can use in presenting materials for 
approval. 
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New Business: None 

Public Comments: 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive thanked Grey for his years of service on the Planning 
Commission. 

Announcements: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:56 PM. 

 
 
 

        
                Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
November 10, 2020 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 

Planning Commission Chair McGrath called the meeting to order at 7 PM. To comply with social 
distancing requirements, the meeting was held at the Village’s Department of Public Works 
facility at 201 S. Coldwater Road. 

Members Present: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Laraway, Simon, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval: 
Simon made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Laraway, Simon, Tafreshi, 
and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

Dauffenbach made a motion, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the October meeting 
minutes as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Dauffenbach, Ervin, Laraway, 
Simon, Tafreshi, and McGrath; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None 

• Village Manager: Wolff provided a report to the Planning Commission. He discussed 

recent Code Enforcement activity enforcing the requirement that all vehicles parked in 

the Village display a valid license plate. Permit activity was discussed.  A letter 

concerning the Building & Use Restrictions that was drafted and sent to the LIPOA after 

the most recent Liaison Committee meeting was discussed with the Planning 

Commission. 

• Village Council: Laraway provided a synopsis of the most recent Village Council meeting. 

He discussed the appointment of Carol Shannon as Village Clerk, and a legal opinion 

being sought regarding Council participation at meetings. He also discussed Duquesa 

Road, the conversion of the Village’s Civil Infraction Tickets to a digital format, and the 

stormwater drain for the DPW building. 

Public Hearings:  

1. Proposed Ordinance 2020-02; Garage & Accessory Structure Regulation Update: 
McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 PM. 

Wolff provided a brief synopsis of the draft, noting the only contact made with the 
Village Hall since the hearing notice was published was from Brent Peavey, who is in 
attendance tonight. He noted that the hearing notice was published in the Morning in 
October, well before the fifteen-day requirement. 
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Public Comments: 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive noted that everyone who complained this summer 
about garages did not continue to show up for meetings once the Planning 
Commission began working on updating the ordinance. He stated that this meeting 
would be their best opportunity for input and direction on shaping the regulations. 
He also expressed his feeling that the height should be dictated by the neighborhood 
and not just the specific property. He also discussed a concern as it relates to the 
number of stories for houses with walk-out basements.  

• Brent Peavey of Lincoln Drive stated that he has concerns with the proposed limit of 
eighteen feet for detached garages as that would not allow for certain motorhomes 
or boats to be stored as the door height would be limited due to the overall height 
being limited. He also stated that he doesn’t understand the intent of the point 
system.  

Planning Commission Discussion: 
Wolff addressed the comments from Mr. Peavey. He stated that he agrees with the 
concern regarding the height and that if the Planning Commission is going to permit a 
fourteen-foot-tall door, the overall height should not be limited to anything less than 
twenty feet. Wolff also explained the point system. He discussed that the ordinance 
currently has a similar requirement that can be met with either features on the building 
or landscaping. Based on the public's feedback over the summer, the ability to use 
landscaping was eliminated, which will require more finish and character items on the 
structure. 

McGrath stated that he agrees with the concerns on the height. He said that in his 
opinion, if the Village wants to encourage people to store items inside, then the building 
will need to be taller. He also said that he agrees with making people finish the buildings 
with more elements on the structure rather than with landscaping. 

Ervin agreed and noted that the feedback from the public was consistently focused on 
the appearance of the building, not the size of the door or structure.  

McGrath also discussed the application and shared that the application should reflect 
that steel is allowed and that the material and color sections be merged to reflect the 
predominant materials and colors. 

Members of the Planning Commission discussed garage door height regulations for 
attached garages in Section 1212.13(10)B. It was felt by members of the Planning 
Commission that having the same door regulations for attached and detached garages 
was appropriate, and the draft amended accordingly. 

There was a discussion concerning Section 1220.09(1) and the lake's minimum setback 
for detached garages. There was also discussion regarding having the lakeside of a 
detached waterfront garage be finished to the same standards as the front side of the 
structure; If the garage is located nearer the lake than the house that it is accessory too. 
The setback was increased from thirty-five feet to fifty feet. Detached garages located 
nearer the water than the house it is subordinate were also required to have the 
waterside finished to the same standards as the front of the garage. 
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The Planning Commission discussed the allowed height for Category 1 Accessory 
Structures. Wolff stated that if the Planning Commission was going to permit fourteen-
foot doors, then it makes sense to allow two-story accessory structures. 

Members discussed what height to allow by right and discussed various heights 
between twenty feet and thirty feet. Courser stated that in his opinion, anything taller 
than twenty-four feet would be out of place in a residential setting. Laraway stated that 
he was comfortable with thirty-feet. After further discussion, the Planning Commission 
settled on an allowed height of twenty-eight feet. 

Dauffenbach stated that he was comfortable with allowing a fourteen-foot door and an 
overall height of twenty-eight feet. 

McGrath asked if 1220.15 2-B-3 needed additional words for clarity. Words were added 
to reflect that if a detached garage has doors on multiple sides, then those sides would 
be required to be finished to the proposed “front” standard. 

With no further discussion, McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 8:05 PM. 

A motion was made by Ervin, seconded by Tafreshi, to recommend the proposed 
Ordinance 2020-02 to the Village Council. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Public Comments:  

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive thanked the Planning Commission for the work done this 
year on garages and apologized that they had to take as much criticism as they did for 
the projects that were approved. 

• Brent Peavey of Lincoln Drive stated that he one additional concern with the garage 
ordinance.  He discussed a concern that his current property size is slightly less than 1.5 
acres, and with the size of his house he would not be able to add to his current garage 
size of thirteen hundred feet. He also stated that he preferred the previous draft that 
would have permitted a second detached garage on parcels of 1.5 acres. He stated that 
his parcel is just slightly less than 1.5 acres, and he feels like he is just missing out on the 
ability to build a second detached garage or increase the size of his existing garage. 

The Planning Commission agreed to review and discuss Section 1220.11(4). The Planning 
Commission discussed the various options for allowing larger structures on parcels of at 
least 1.5 acres. After discussion, the Planning Commission amended the recommended 
draft to allow accessory structures on parcels of at least 1.5 acres to be equal to, but not 
exceed, the primary structure’s footprint without objection. It was discussed and 
clarified that the allowed size would be based on the footprint, including the attached 
garage, not just the ground floor dwelling area. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business:  

1. Site Plan 2019-01 Inquiry: 
Wolff discussed a required from Mike Fiorillo pertaining to the color and finished 
appearance of the Wedding Barn approved by Site Plan 2019-01. The Planning 
Commission stated that based on the information shared at the meeting when the 
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project was approved if the plans were to be altered by the applicant, the applicant 
would need to return to the Planning Commission for the changes to be approved. 

Public Comments: None 

Announcements: The next meeting of the Planning Commission is scheduled for January 12, 
2021. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:25 PM. 

 
 

  David McGrath        Carol Shannon  

    Dave McGrath, Chairperson                                          Carol Shannon, Village Clerk 
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